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less education to supply the want of them ; mean, weak, and Ignorant as
this man is, he would, if left to himself, and few of his artful flatterers, pursue
the very paths of his predecessors. It is impossible therefore to trust him
with power and be safe. If you mean to maintain your present possessions
and advantages, the command of the army and receipt of the revenues must
be kept In your own hands ; every wish he may express to obtain either, be
assured, is an indication of his desire to reduce you to your original state
of dependency, to which you can never now return without ceasing to exist.
If you allow the Nabob to have forces he will soon raise money ; If you allow
him a full treasury without forces, he will certainly make use of It to Invite
the Alarattas or other powers to invade the country, upon a supposition that
we shall not suspect the part he takes, and that, success will restore him to
the full extent of his sovereignty ; for so ignorant Is he even of the nature
of his own countrymen, that he would never imagine the very men he had
paid to rescue the dominions from us. would only conquer to seize the spoil
for themselves. Such is he, whom we now call Nabob, and such are the
faithless politics of Indostan. We have adopted, however, a plan, which, if
strictly adhered to, must effectually prevent his involving the Company or
himself in any difficulties. Mahomed Reza Cawn, Roy Dullub, and Juggut
Seat,7 men of the most approved credit and moderation, are appointed jointly
to the management of all his affairs,8 nor is either of them to act singly in
any measure of government. The royal treasury is under three different locks
and keys, and each of these ministers of state lias a key, so that no mony
can be Issued for any service whatever, without the joint knowledge and consent
of them all Our Resident at the Durbar Is to inspect the treasury accounts
from time to time, as he or the Governor and Council may think proper:
but we are never to Interfere in the appointment or complaints of any officer
under the Government, nor In any particulars relative to the abovementioned
departments, unless some extraordinary conduct of the ministry should render
alterations requisite. This form of government I thought proper to recom-
mend, in order to purge the court of a set of knaves and parasites, by whom
the Nabob was surrounded, and who were always undermining our influence,
that they might the more firmly establish their own. So far you will observe
we have exerted ourselves in the arrangement of the Nabob's affairs, but It
is a measure of the utmost consequence, since it lays the foundation of that
tranquillity, moderation, and regularity, which will support the government
against any future attempts (at) a revolution, and we are determined to
intferestr] ourselves at the city in no other respect. I need only add, that
Mr. Sykes,9 for whom we intend the Residentship, Is a gentleman from whose
Inflexible integrity, and long experience in the country politics, we have reason
to expect the most exact performance of every duty in such an important
station.
16. The regulation of the Nabob's ministry, the acquisition of the
dewannee, and the honorable terms on which we have concluded a peace with
the Vizier of the empire, have placed the dignity and advantages of tie English
East India Company on a basis more firm than our most sanguine wishes
could a few months ago, have suggested. These* however, alone will not ensure
your stability. These are but the outworks, which guard you from your
natural enemies, the natives of the country; all is not safe; danger still subsists
from more formidable enemies within; luxury, corruption, avarice, rapacity,